Delayed complications thirty-six years after hemispherectomy: a case report.
To describe a late complication of hemispherectomy in a patient in whom symptoms of hydrocephalus developed 36 years after her left-sided hemispherectomy, the longest delay on record. Hemispherectomy has been successfully used in the treatment of intractable epilepsy associated with infantile-type hemiplegia for a half century. Of the patients, however, up to 33% have late increased cerebrospinal fluid pressure complications attributed to superficial cerebral hemosiderosis. Through a retrospective case analysis, we describe such complications in a 52-year-old woman with cognitive impairment, gait instability, urinary incontinence, and right hemineglect 36 years after her initial procedure. Quantitative, objective measures of cognition and gait-laboratory testing confirmed the patient's favorable clinical response to ventriculoperitoneal shunting, as well as the complete resolution of her symptoms, including the atypical occurrence of right-sided hemineglect. This case uniquely demonstrates the clinical features of a late complication of hemispherectomy while documenting the longest reported delay for developing such adverse sequelae. We also emphasize the need for more extensive follow-up studies to assess the extent of posthemispherectomy complications.